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According to the Health Ministry, an outbreak of optic neuritis is reaching near-epidemic
proportions. The disease, which leads to the gradual loss of sight, is linked to poor nourishment
and vitamin deficiency among the population. The Health Ministry first detected the optic neuritis
outbreak last year in the western province of Pinar del Rio, and since then, cases have been
confirmed in each of the country's 14 provinces. Although the Ministry did not report the total
number of cases, it did characterize the outbreak as "unusual in its extent and acuteness." The
statement harshly criticized the US economic embargo, which it said contributed to the spread of the
illness by causing shortages of food and medicine. In addition, the Health Ministry said specialists
are investigating suspicions that the illness may have been deliberately introduced into the country.
The Cuban government has previously accused the US Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) of having
deliberately infiltrated material on the island that led to a fatal epidemic of dengue fever. (Source:
Reuter, 04/03/93)
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